
JAN & PAUL’S 2013 HOLIDAY GIFT LIST

Paul’s Recommendations

Fiction
Quiet Dell by Jayne Anne Phillips - "The book is about a real-life murder in the 
1950's.  It's like one of those tabloid murders, but this is high literature, really well 
written."

Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend by Matthew Dicks -  "[The author] has Asperger's and 
all of his books relate to that problem.  This is told from the point of view of a kid's 
imaginary friend.  Everyone I've sold this to has come back and said it's really 
special."

Guests on Earth by Lee Smith - "Anybody who's following fiction of late, knows there 
are about five books about Zelda Fitzgerald.  This is my favorite. The book is just 
great."

Nonfiction
The Leonard Bernstein Letters edited by Nigel Simeone - "This is the best book I've read 
all year."

Countrymen by Bo Lidgaard - "There aren't many feel good stories about the 
holocaust.  This isnt' a feel great story, but if you have Dane in you, you'll be proud."

One Summer by Bill Bryson - "He's a very good writer of history."

What Happens Next by Douglas Bauer - "This is by one of Iowa's best authors.  The 
essays are stunning.  His writing is pure gold and makes you proud to be an Iowan."

Jan’s Recommendations

Fiction
The Luminaries by Eleanor Catton - "This is sort of a mystery that borders on a long 
novel about the gold rush in New Zealand, and all the characters have one thing in 
common -- their zodiac sign."



Local Souls by Allan Gurganus - "There is not a page that's book moving and 
delightful, hardly a sentence."

Last Word by Jonathan Blum - "A novella told from the point of view of a man who 
has two families.  His son from his first marriage is coming to live with him and his 
wife and children from his second marriage, and he's very disturbed.  You feel very 
empathetic for both of them."

Poetry
Incarnadine by Mary Szybist - "Acessible for anyone who wants to pay close attention."

Heaven from Steam by Carol Light - "The poems have a relationship about the life of a 
woman over time.  Relatively formal and really beautiful."

Nonfiction
A Prayer Journal by Flannery O'Connor - "It's most important to read her fiction and 
her letters, but if you've done that, this is a wonderful addition."

This is the Story of a Happy Marriage by Ann Patchett - "I respect her."

A People's Art History of the United States by Nicolas Lampert - "It's about activist art 
that changed the world."


